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3. 13 The drawings filed on 20 December 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

2. The instant invention relates to apparatus and method for detecting a traffic lane mark 
drawn on a road surface using a camera mounted on an automotive vehicle. 

Claim 1 representative of claims 16 and 17, providing a photograph device to 
photograph a situation of a running road in a vehicular forward direction, a traffic lane detection 
window setting section that once sets one traffic lane detection window on an image data 
photographed by the photograph device. 

The invention is novel due to the * Veight value modifying section that modifies a weight 
value to each of the traffic lane detection windows in accordance with the edge intensity in the 
related one of the noise detection windows, and a road contour calculating section that calculates 
a road contour using any of the traffic lane marks detected by the window internal traffic lane 
detecting section and the weight value modified by the weight value modifying section. 

The closest prior art of record (Yasui) teaches detecting the position of a subject within 
localized region without being affected by changes in the condition of the road surface, weather, 
time of day, fixed Hghting, and other changes. But do not suggest weight value modifying 
section that modifies a weight value to each of the traffic lane detection windows in accordance 
with the edge intensity in the related one of the noise detection windows. 

These key features in combination with the other features of the claimed invention are 
neither taught nor suggested by the art of record. 

Claims 1-17 are allowed. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seyed Azarian whose telephone number is (703) 306-5907. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached at (703) 308-5246. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcation 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Seyed Azarian 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2625 
November 29, 2004 



